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Why  We  are  Fighting  Germany 


We  are  at  war  with  Germany,  in  the  first  place, 
because  we  want  to  keep  our  promise  and  to  stand 
by  our  solemn  pledges.  The  little  kingdom  of  Belgium 
lies  between  France  and  Germany.  She  cannot  defend 
herself  against  either  the  French  or  the  Germans, 
and  she  could  never  have  come  into  existence  as  a 
kingdom  if  she  had  not  had  promises  of  protection. 
France  promised  to  protect  Belgium,  Germany  pro- 
mised to  protect  Belgium,  Great  Britain  promised 
to  protect  Belgium.  These  promises  were  not  made 
simply  because  it  is  right  for  the  strong  to  protect 
the  weak.  Each  nation  had  its  own  reason  for  giving 
this  promise,  and  each  had  its  own  interest  to  serve. 
France  could  not  allow  Belgium  to  become  German 
and  Germany  could  not  allow  Belgium  to  become 
French,  and  each  wished  to  be  sure  that  the  other 
could  not  march  its  armies  through  Belgium,  France 
to  attack  Germany,  or  Germany  to  attack  France. 
What  was  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  ?  The  British 
could  not  afford  to  see  either  France  or  Germany  in 
possession  of  the  Belgian  coast  line  and  of  the  ports 
of  Ostend  and  Antwerp.  We  have  fought  many  wars 
to  prevent  the  French  from  gaining  Belgium.  Marl- 
borough won  his  famous  victories  for  this  purpose ; 
Wellington  saved  Belgium  from  France  by  the  battle 
of  Waterloo.  Just  as  two  hundred  years  ago,  in  the 
days  of  Marlborough,  and  just  as  one  hundred  years 
ago,  in  the  days  of  Wellington,  the  British  could  not 
afford  to  see  Belgium  in  the  possession  of  France,  so 
to-day  we  cannot  afford  to  see  Belgium  in  possession 
of  Germany,  the  greatest  military  power  that  the 


world  has  ever  known,  and,  as  a  naval  power,  second 
only  to  ourselves. 

We  were,  therefore,  not  doing  merely  a  kind  or  a 
generous  thing  when  we  joined  with  France  and  with 
Germany  in  what  is  called  guaranteeing  the  neutrality 
of  Belgium ;  we  were  doing  a  thing  which  was  very 
much  in  our  own  interest  when  the  agreement  was 
made  and  which  is  still  more  in  our  own  interest 
to-day,  for  we  should  not  be  safe  while  Germany  held 
the  great  fortified  town  of  Antwerp.  But,  whatever 
was  our  reason  for  making  this  promise,  we  did  make 
it,  and  we  made  it  as  solemnly  as  any  promise  can  be 
made.  Germany  gave  her  solemn  promise  not  to 
attack  Belgium  or  to  march  her  troops  through 
Belgium  to  attack  France.  France  gave  her  solemn 
promise  not  to  attack  Belgium  or  to  march  her  troops 
through  Belgium  to  attack  Germany.  Germany  pro- 
mised to  help  Belgium  if  France  should  attack  her. 
France  promised  to  help  Belgium  if  Germany  should 
attack  her.  Great  Britain  gave  her  word  that  she 
would  come  to  the  help  of  Belgium  if  France  or 
Germany  attacked  her,  or  if  either  France  or  Germany 
should  send  an  army  into  Belgian  territory.  Belgium 
promised  to  resist  any  attempt  of  either  France  or 
Germany  to  march  an  army  over  Belgian  soil. 

Why,  then,  are  we  fighting  Germany?  Because, 
in  the  beginning  of  August,  Germany  asked  Belgium 
to  allow  her  to  march  an  army  through  Belgium  to 
attack  France.  The  King  of  the  Belgians  replied  to 
the  German  Emperor  that  he  was  bound  by  solemn 
promises  not  only  to  refuse  his  consent,  but  to  resist 
by  all  the  means  in  his  power,  and  at  the  same  time 
he  appealed  to  King  George  for  the  help  which  Great 
Britain  had  promised  to  give.  The  British  Govern- 
ment at  once  informed  the  King  of  the  Belgians  and 
the  German  Emperor  that  if  Germany  broke  her 
promise  and  attacked  Belgium,  Great  Britain  would 
keep  her  promise  and  defend  Belgium.    The  Germans 
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cared  nothing  for  their  good  faith ;  they  described 
their  own  pledged  word  as  a  mere  worthless  scrap  of 
paper,  and  they  entered  on  their  brutal  campaign  in 
Belgium.  That  is  one  reason  why  a  British  Expedi- 
tionary Force  is  fighting  the  Germans  to-day. 

It  is  a  good  reason,  but  it  is  not  the  only  good 
reason.  Why  did  Germany  want  to  attack  France? 
She  attacked  her  forty-four  years  ago,  and  took  from 
her  the  great  provinces  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine.  The 
Germans  have  found  great  difficulty  in  managing  these 
conquered  provinces,  and  they  do  not  want  to  seize 
any  other  part  of  France.  What  do  they  want  to  get  ? 
They  told  our  Foreign  Minister,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  in 
a  correspondence  they  had  with  him  when  they  were 
trying  to  persuade  our  Government  not  to  interfere. 
They  told  him  that  they  want  some  of  the  French 
colonies.  That  gave  away  a  great  secret.  It  was  a 
secret  which  our  statesmen  had  long  guessed,  but  they 
are  now  sure  of  it.  The  Germans  want  to  seize  colonies. 
The  French  have  colonies,  but  not  in  very  healthy 
climates.  Great  Britain  has  a  great  number  of  colonies 
and  a  large  number  of  possessions  scattered  all  over 
the  world.  If  the  Germans  want  colonies,  the  French 
colonies  could  only  be  a  mere  stepping-stone  to  the 
possession  of  other  colonies.  Germany's  real  aim  is 
to  seize  not  French  colonies  and  dependencies,  but 
British  colonies  and  dependencies.  During  the  last 
fourteen  years  the  Germans  have  been  building  a 
great  Navy.  They  have  built  those  ships  at  great  cost, 
and  they  have  built  them  to  fight  with.  They  have  not 
built  them  to  fight  the  French,  for  they  can  fight  the 
French  much  better  and  at  a  much  greater  advantage 
on  land.    They  have  built  them  to  fight  the  British. 

Why,  then,  you  will  ask,  did  they  pick  a  quarrel 
a  few  weeks  ago  with  the  French  and  not  with  our- 
selves? They  had  a  very  good  reason.  If  they  had 
picked  their  quarrel  with  us  and  gone  to  war  with  us, 
the  French  must  have  joined  the  British,  not  merely 
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because  they  are  on  very  friendly  terms  with  us,  but 
because  they  could  not  afford  to  see  Germany  beat  us. 
If  the  Germans  were  to  beat  us,  the  turn  of  the  French 
would  come  next,  and  they  would  be  helpless  before 
the  German  masters  of  Europe.  The  Germans  knew 
that,  if  they  went  to  war  with  the  British,  the  French 
would  join  the  British.  But — and  this  is  very  im- 
portant— they  did  not  know  that  if  they  went  to  war 
with  France  the  British  would  join  the  French.  German 
writers  and  German  newspapers  have  often  told  us 
that  the  British  nation  is  played  out,  that  we  are  feeble 
and  unworthy  descendants  of  great  ancestors,  that  we 
hate  trouble,  that  we  are  afraid  to  fight,  and  that  we 
have  no  army  and  cannot  protect  ourselves ;  and  they 
believed  that  our  general  cowardice  and  laziness  would 
make  us  keep  the  peace  at  all  costs.  That  was  one  of 
their  mistakes,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  honestly 
despised  us  and  counted  on  our  being  both  foolish 
and  cowardly.  They  know  that  we  hate  war,  and  they 
are  right,  for  every  honest  man  hates  war.  But  they 
did  not  know  that  we  are  prepared  to  do  what  we  dis- 
like doing,  to  do  what  we  hate  doing,  when  it  is  right 
and  necessary  that  such  things  should  be  done. 
Further,  they  believed  that  Great  Britain  was  on  the 
verge  of  civil  war,  that  the  Ulstermen  or  the  National- 
ists in  Ireland,  or  both  these  sections  of  Irishmen, 
were  to  take  up  arms  and  fight  against  each  other  and 
against  the  Government.  If  there  were  to  be  civil  war 
in  Ireland,  the  British  Army  could  not  be  fighting  in 
Belgium  and  in  France,  so  the  Germans  thought,  and 
they  were  right  in  thinking  so.  But  they  did  not 
know  that  Ulstermen  and  Nationalists  would  join 
together  to  guard  Ireland  and  to  guard  Great  Britain 
against  the  Germans.  We  know  that  the  Germans 
thought  we  should  not  go  to  war  with  them  in  order 
to  keep  our  promise  to  Belgium  and  to  help  France. 
We  know  that  they  counted  on  our  sitting  still  and 
doing  nothing  while  they  defeated  the  French.  If  they 
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succeeded  in  defeating  the  French  while  we  remained 
neutral,  three  things  would  happen. 

(1)  When  Germany  attacked  Great  Britain,  the 
French  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  help  us,  nor 
would  they  want  to  do  so,  because  we  should  have 
refused  to  help  them  in  their  need. 

(2)  The  Germans  would  have  exacted  from  the 
French  a  huge  "  war  indemnity  " — that  is  to  say,  an 
enormous  annual  payment  for  many  years.  With 
this  sum  they  could  go  on  building  more  ships  to 
fight  us. 

(3)  The  Germans  would  have  seized  French 
colonies  and  possessions — forexample,  Pondicherry 
in  India.  These  possessions  would  be  most  useful 
to  them  in  attacking  British  possessions,  and  their 
Navy  would  have  a  large  number  of  German  ports 
where  their  ships  could  get  fresh  supplies  of  coal, 
where  they  could  flee  for  refuge  when  pursued  by 
British  ships,  and  to  which  they  could  take 
captured  British  ships  for  safe  keeping.  One  of 
the  reasons  why  the  German  fleet  is  so  helpless 
in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  in  the  present  war,  is  that  there  are 
scarcely  any  German  ports  where  the  ships  can 
get  coal  or  secure  protection,  and  if  they  do 
capture  a  British  or  French  ship,  they  must  either 
sink  her  or  let  her  go,  because  they  have  nowhere 
to  take  her.  Germany  cannot  hope  to  beat  us  at 
sea  until  she  has  more  ships  and  more  coaling 
stations  scattered  over  the  world.  She  knew  that 
if  she  beat  France  she  could  build  more  ships, 
both  because  of  the  payments  the  French  would 
have  to  make  to  her  and  also  because,  having 
conquered  France,  she  could  keep  a  smaller  army, 
and  therefore  have  more  money  to  spend  on  her 
Navy.  And  she  also  knew  that  if  she  beat  France, 
she  could  seize  French  dependencies  in  different 
parts  of  the  world. 
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This,  then,  is  the  second  reason.  We  have  gone  to 
war  with  Germany,  not  only  because  we  want  to  keep 
our  word  to  Belgium,  but  also  because  we  know,  from 
German  sources,  what  is  the  real  aim  of  Germany. 
The  Germans  picked  a  quarrel  with  France  because 
they  wanted  to  fight  their  victims  one  by  one,  France 
this  year  and  Great  Britain  a  few  years  hence.  The 
war  is  really  against  us,  and  our  possessions  are  what 
Germany  really  desires.  We  are  fighting  for  our 
Empire,  for  the  safety  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  our 
own  homes.  The  whole  world  realises  that  in  fighting 
for  France  we  are  fighting  for  Britain.  The  Germans 
have  known  it  all  the  time.  The  Americans  see  it; 
their  newspapers  show  that  they  understand  that  it 
is  a  matter  of  life  or  death  for  the  British  as  well  as 
for  the  French.  The  Japanese  understand  all  about 
it.  The  great  British  dominions  over  the  seas — 
Australia,  Canada,  South  Africa — have  no  doubt  at  all 
about  it.  They  are  giving  us  food,  they  are  giving  us 
money,  they  are  giving  us  of  the  best  and  bravest  of 
their  sons.  Why  ?  In  order  that  they  may  help  us 
to  save  France  ?  No ;  but  in  order  that  they  may 
help  us  to  save  ourselves  and  them.  The  smaller 
dominions  feel  it  too,  and  they  are  helping  us  as  they 
can,  and  more  than  we  could  have  hoped.  Nor  is  it 
only  our  own  kith  and  kin  who  share  our  blood  and 
our  history.  The  great  Indian  Empire,  men  differing 
from  us  in  race  and  colour — they  know  it  too.  They 
are  sending  their  finest  troops,  and  they  are  giving 
us  of  their  wealth,  because  they  know  that  we  are 
fighting  a  war  which  has  been  forced  upon  us,  a  war 
which  we  must  fight,  and  which  we  must  win  if  the 
Indian  Empire  and  the  British  Empire  are  to  last. 

No  one  has  any  doubt  about  it.  The  whole  world 
knows,  and  we  know,  that  we  are  fighting  for  our 
lives. 

These  are  reasons  enough,  but  we  may  mention  two 
others.    We  are  fighting  this  war  against  war  itself,, 
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against  the  idea  of  war,  against  the  worship  of  war. 
We  are  fighting  a  nation  that  has  worshipped  war  for 
forty  years,  which  has  boasted  that  it  cares  for  nothing 
so  much  as  for  the  power  of  the  sword.  We  in  this 
country  have  loved  and  honoured  the  Germans  for  the 
many  things  their  wise  men  and  their  learned  men 
have  taught  us.  Their  great  books  have  been  used  in 
our  schools  and  universities,  and  they  are  to  be  found 
on  the  shelves  of  every  man  of  learning  in  this  country. 
We  have  showered  distinctions  upon  the  great  scholars 
of  Germany;  we  have  feasted  them;  we  have  given 
them  great  appointments  in  our  universities ;  we  have 
tried  to  imitate  their  work  and  their  methods.  And 
all  the  time  these  learned  professors  themselves  have 
been  telling  us  that  nothing  really  matters  except  the 
sword ;  that  what  makes  a  nation  really  great  is  not 
learning  or  wisdom,  but  the  power  and  the  skill  to  kill 
the  men  of  other  nations.  They  told  us,  but  we  would 
not  believe  that  they  really  thought  so.  We  were  sure 
it  was  only  their  little  joke.  But  they  went  on  saying 
it,  and  their  Emperor  often  said  it  too.  He  also  said 
other  things  about  loving  peace,  and  we  believed  the 
things  he  said  about  peace  and  forgot  the  other  things 
he  said  about  war  and  about  making  the  name  of  Ger- 
many a  name  of  horror  and  a  name  of  terror  all  over 
the  world.  Their  great  German  soldiers  wrote  books 
about  it,  and  told  us  how  they  were  going  to  be  the 
masters  of  the  whole  earth,  how  they  were  to  blot  out 
the  very  name  of  France  from  among  the  great  nations 
of  Europe,  how  they  were  to  destroy  the  British  pre- 
tence of  being  great  and  powerful,  and  to  humble  us 
to  the  dust.  But  we  thought  it  was  only  an  amusing 
piece  of  German  boasting,  and  we  laughed  when  they 
spoke  of  the  mailed  fist  and  the  shining  armour.  We 
could  not  believe  that  they  thought  these  things  the 
only  things  for  which  a  nation  lives.  Of  course,  they 
did  more  than  write  books.  For  the  last  twenty  years 
the  whole  of  Europe  has  been  burdened  by  the  neces- 


sity  of  preparing  for  war.  France  has  had  to  increase 
her  armies.  Why  ?  Because  Germany  was  always 
increasing  her  armies.  We  in  this  country  have  had 
to  spend  millions  of  pounds  in  building  more  ships 
than  we  ever  had  before.  Why  ?  Because  Germany 
was  always  building  more  ships.  In  the  last  few  years 
we  have  more  than  once  been  on  the  verge  of  a  great 
war.  In  this  country  our  Army  and  our  Navy  were  on 
two  occasions  getting  ready  for  fighting.  Why? 
Because  Germany  was  threatening  to  make  war.  She 
has  been  the  bully  of  Europe.  She  has  always  been 
bragging  about  her  strength  and  about  the  great  and 
terrible  things  that  she  could  do.  Now,  at  last,  she 
has  done  what  she  has  threatened,  and  we  are  fighting 
her  in  order  to  make  her  keep  the  peace,  and  in  order 
to  make  her  allow  the  rest  of  Europe  to  be  at  peace. 
We  are  fighting  that  those  who  take  the  sword  may 
perish  by  the  sword,  that  those  who  delight  in  war 
may  be  scattered.  We  are  fighting  in  order  that 
Germany  may  no  longer  compel  the  rest  of  Europe  to 
pile  up  army  on  army,  to  build  ship  after  ship.  We 
are  making  our  supreme  struggle  in  order  that  in 
future  we  may  not  be  compelled  to  devote  to  the  art 
of  war  what  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  arts  of  peace 
and  to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  poor. 
Germany  has,  like  Nebuchadnezzar  of  old,  set  up  a 
great  image,  and  has  called  upon  all  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  worship  it.  The  name  of  that  hideous  and 
revolting  image  is  WAR.  It  is  not  our  God,  and  we 
are  fighting  for  its  destruction. 

There  is  one  more  reason,  a  reason  that  has  only 
come  into  being  since  the  war  began.  We  are  fighting 
now  against  Germany  not  only  because  she  despises 
promises  and  pledges,  but  because  she  despises  hu- 
manity, because  she  despises  everything  that  distin- 
guishes a  fighting  man  from  a  ravening  beast.  We 
are  fighting  against  Germany  now  not  only  because 
she  seeks  to  destroy  us,  but  also  because  she  seeks  to 
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destroy  everything  that  is  sacred  to  civilised  man. 
In  the  hideous  warfare  which  Germany  has  waged  in 
Belgium,  she  has  adopted  the  methods  of  the  bar- 
barians whose  savagery  it  is  our  pride  to  have 
outlived,  she  has  challenged  and  repudiated  every- 
thing which  civilisation  and  religion  have  taught  the 
men  of  to-day.     Germany,  the  most   cultured  of 
nations,  the  home  of  art  and  music,  has  wantonly  and 
without  cause  destroyed  buildings  which,  for  hundreds 
of  years,  have  been  the  pride  of  the  Belgian  people  and 
the  joy  of  their  guests.    What  the  Spaniards  spared 
in  the  terrible  wars  when  -the  Netherlands  revolted 
against  Spanish  tyranny  in  the  sixteenth  century,  what 
the  French  spared  when  the   Netherlands  fought 
against  French  tyranny  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
what  Napoleon  spared  a  hundred  years  ago,  the 
German  Emperor  has  destroyed  to-day.    A  famous 
city — the  Oxford  of  Belgium — is  a  heap  of  ashes. 
Germany  has  despised  the  history  and  the  art  to  the 
study  of  which  she  has  herself  contributed  so  much  ; 
but  that  is  the  lesser  crime  for  which  it  has  become 
our  duty  to  punish  her.    She  has  spared  neither  age 
nor  sex;  old  men  and  women  and  young  children 
have  been  her  victims ;  innocent  and  helpless  lives 
have  been  taken,  homes  have  been  desolated  all  along 
her  hideous  and  inhuman  march.    We  are  fighting 
Germany  (in  the  words,  [slightly  altered,  of  a  great 
Irish  orator) — we  are  fighting  Germany  for  the  trust 
she  has  betrayed.    We  are  fighting  Germany  in  the 
name  of  European  civilisation  whose  ancient  honour 
she  has  sullied.    We  are  fighting  Germany  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  Belgium,  whose  rights  she  has 
trodden  under  foot,  and  whose  country  she  has  turned 
into  a  desert.    In  the  name  of  human  nature  itself, 
in  the  name  of  both  sexes,  in  the  name  of  every  age, 
in  the  name  of  every  rank,  we  are  fighting  the  common 
enemy  and  oppressor  of  all. 
One  word  more.     It  is  easy  to  feel  a  righteous 
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indignation  against  Germany;  she  deserves  it.  It  is 
easy  to  call  her  hard  names ;  she  deserves  them  all. 
We  have  got  to  do  more  than  feel  indignant  and  call 
names.  We  have  got  to  fight.  Germany  has  the 
finest  army  in  Europe.  She  can  bring  more  first-rate 
troops  on  to  the  field  of  battle  than  any  other  country. 
We  cannot  fight  her  with  any  hope  of  success  unless 
our  whole  heart  is  in  the  struggle,  unless  every  man 
we  can  send  is  ready  to  go.  Our  country  needs 
your  sons  and  your  brothers,  your  lovers  and  your 
friends.  It  is  life  or  death  for  this  land.  Which  shall 
it  be? 


